
For more information about the crucial 
partnership between public health and 
primary care in assuring community health 
and wellness, please contact:

Oregon Health Authority

800 NE Oregon Street, Suite 730

Portland, OR 97232

Telephone: 971-673-0984

Fax: 971-673-0994

www.oregon.gov/dhs/ph

This document can be provided upon request in 

alternative formats for individuals with disabilities.

Other formats may include (but are not limited to)

large print, Braille, audio recordings, Web-based 

communications and other electronic formats. 

Call 971-673-0984 (voice) or fax 971-673-0994 

to arrange for the alternative format that will 

work best for you.

THE BACKBONEOF
Community

Health and Wellness

The health and wellness of our 

communities depend on a strong and

effective partnership between public

health and primary care.

Both serve a distinct purpose, but they rely 

on each other.

Public health prevents disease and promotes
health by creating environments, policies and
systems that support wellness for everyone,
such as access to healthy food, physical 
activity, immunizations, safe water and clean
air. And even in the healthiest communities,
people still need primary care to attend to
their medical needs. 

By understanding the importance of this link

between public health and primary care—

and by providing the support and resources

they need to function effectively—we can 

assure that all people in Oregon live, work,

play and learn in communities that support

their health and quality of life.

Public Health
Primary Care

With growing concern

about health in America,

it’s more important than ever 

to understand how public health

and primary care constitute

the backbone of our efforts

to promote community

health and wellness.

Collaboration can prevent or

lessen the incidence and severity

of disease and injury, improve the

health of our communities,

and reduce the demand on our

healthcare system.
THE BACKBONE OF

Community
Health and Wellness

Monitors and addresses the risk
factors and health needs of
POPULATIONS (defined by

geography, demographics, etc.).

Monitors and addresses the risk
factors and health needs of
INDIVIDUALS.

WORKS IN COMMUNITIES
and mobilizes partners to prevent
or mitigate the underlying causes

of disease and injury.

… create and promote evidence-
based HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES.

WORKS DIRECTLY WITH
PATIENTS to prevent, detect, treat,
and manage disease and injury.

Promotes changes in
COMMUNITY CONDITIONS

through policies,
environments and systems.

… develop and promote evidence-
based CLINICAL PRACTICE

GUIDELINES.

Promotes changes in INDIVIDUAL
HEALTH BEHAVIORS.

Develops, implements, enforces
and evaluates HEALTH POLICIES

at the local, county, state and
federal levels.

…create communities where
people can thrive.

Develops and implements
PRACTICE POLICIES that are
informed by evidence-based 
              guidelines and health policy.

Working together to ...

Public Health Primary Care

continue >

Draws on data primarily based on 
EPIDEMIOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHICS

AND ECONOMICS.

… provide HEALTH
CONSULTATION AND RESOURCES

(for schools, childcare providers,
employers, community groups, etc.)

Draws on data primarily based 
on MEDICAL SCIENCE AND 
PATIENT HISTORY.

… promote and advocate for 
HEALTH PROMOTION POLICIES 
AND PRACTICES (e.g., access to 
healthy foods, school wellness
policies, tobacco-free places).
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